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10.5.2 Released
Apple delivers a very important
patch for Leopard.
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POGUE PRESS” X
OREILLY* David Pogue

To get the discount, go

technology publisher.
David Pogue’s new book Mac OS X Leopard: The Missing
Manual, 912 pages, at a 40 percent discount until March 15, 2008.

Treasurer’s Report

A quick look at the finances of
KeyMac.

.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Other than our erratic meeting schedule on
our 3rd Tuesday of the month meetings,
there is not much KeyMac news.

There 1s some excitement of those folks
switching to Leopard.

I have decided to make the switch and am
ordering the software. In my email today I
found this from O’Reilly Media, a major
They have offered

here to order the book. When you get to the

order part, enter the discount code MW8EM and you get 40 percent
off. O’Reilly is a great publisher, and regularly you can Buy 2, Get 1
Tree, and ground shipping is free on purchases over $29.95.

I used the discount coupon to order one for myself and one for
the KeyMac raffle on Tuesday, the 19th. See you then.

Quick Link: Don’t miss what Guy Kawasaki calls “The cleverest idea I've

Computer Teaching
Your computer s the best tool

you have for learning how to use

Learning Google
Links that can transform you

into a power searcher.

Page 4

seen in vears (and Apple had nothing to do with it as far as I know).”

KeyMac Club Ofbcers

President: Gene Madill
madillg@bellsouth.net

Vice President: Wayne Walker

macishman(@aol.com

Publicity: Margret Nordquust
margret06183 6@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Arlene Stanicek

astan0 1 (@bellsouth.net

Co-Editors: Wayne Walker

macishman(@aol.com

Gladys Calhoun
gladyscalhoun@earthlink.net

Librarian: Al Kishbaugh
kish1 2(@earthlink.net
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10.5.2 Released

Monday, Feb 12th, was a busy day for
Apple with three updates being released.
However, depending on which system you
have, you will see at most only two updates.

First, Apple 2008-001 Security Update
was released. This update fixes several
security issues and is designed to help
protect Tiger or Leopard users from
malicious attack. You may read on the
web that a WebObjects update was also
released, but this is recommended for
developers only and not the general user.

Secondly, Apple released the 10.5.2
update for Leopard. This is the big one
that all
Weighing in at approximately 150mb (note

we have been waiting for.
that the software updater automatically
applies the patch specific to your particular
Mac, so size varies), this patch addresses
over 130 issues in Leopard. Note that I say
“issues” as opposed to “bugs” because this
patch is not just a bug fix. It includes

improvements and new features for
Leopard as well. Also note that, if you are
using Leopard, you will not see the Apple
2008-001 Security Update as a separate
patch. It has been rolled into 10.5.2.

A word of advice here for Leopard
Because of the size of 10.5.2 this

patch is lengthy both as a download and in

users.
the time it takes to install it. Once you
have the patch downloaded to your Mac
and you begin the update process, be
prepared to be patient. Apple warns in the
patch notes (http://docs.info.apple.com/
article.html?artnum=307109) that “The
should be

interrupted, even if the progress bar

installation ~ process not
remains unchanged for several minutes.”
So be patient and don’t panic. Expect
more than one automatic restart as part of

this process.

Third in our march of progress is the
Leopard Graphics Update 1.0.  This
update only appears if you run the
Software Update under System Preferences
after installing 10.5.2. Some users are

complaining about issues  in

10.5.2 who did not run Software Update

graphics

again, and these issues go away after the
Leopard Graphics Update is applied. This
update addresses issues with the graphics
drivers in Leopard.

For those of you who haven’t been
keeping score, let’s review.  Microsoft
released Windows Vista in 2007 to a
chorus of complaints and groans in the
tech community. To date, there has been

They have,

however, announced that SP-1 is coming

no bug fix from Microsoft.

“soon.” Apple released Leopard on Oct.
29th, 2007. There were complaints at the
time that Apple may have stumbled, as the
initial Leopard launch did not go as
smoothly as people were used to from
Cupertino. However, Apple has moved
quickly to address concerns. This marks
the second major patch for Leopard in less
than four months. Because this patch was
just rolled out, I cannot yet comment on
whether it tames Leopard completely.
Furthermore, there is a small feature
added to Leopard in 10.5.2 that carries a
great deal of significance. This feature
difference
In the

Tiger operating system, the menu bar was

points to the fundamental

between Apple and Microsoft.

solid. Leopard brought users translucent
menu bars.  Granted this is a minor
Mac users are

While the

majority of users didn’t seem to care, there

cosmetic change, but

nothing if not passionate.

was a very vocal minority that complained
bitterly about this change. It ruined the
aesthetics of the desktop as far as they were

concerned. In the Desktop & Screen Saver

section of the System Preferences of 10.5.2
there is now a checkbox to turn the menu
translucency on and off.

This seemingly minor change is huge.
What it indicates is that Apples listens
closely to its users and acts. It doesn’t
dictate “this is how it’s going to be” from
on high as Microsoft does. This difference
in attitude is a big part of why I prefer
Macintosh computers over Windows.

On the horizon. Apple is rumored to
be working on an update to the browser
engine used by Safari. Current reports
estimate that this will cause Safari to run
2.5 times as fast as the present version.

Buckle your seat belts.

Treasurer’s Report

Balance Dec. 31, 2007 - $1622.53
Interest: .69

Balance Jan. 31, 2008 - $1623.22
Withdrawals: name tags - 19.91
Christmas party - 511.98

Website rental - 80.00

Interest: .61

Deposits: dues paid: 370.00
Raffle money 30.00

Balance Feb. 11, 2008 - $1411.94

Of this amount, total raffle money is
$335.00

- Arlene Stanicek
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My Computer, My Teacher

There’s no doubt that learning
how to use any computer is a daunting
task. Even though the Mac is famous
for being easier to use than a Windows
computer, there are still a lot of things
to learn. ortunately, your Mac is the
best tool available for this job. This
article will examine some of the ways
to teach yourself how to master the
Mac by using the Mac itself.

The Help Menu

In the early days of
computers (which is either the bad old
days or the good old days, depending
on how you look at it) most software,
including an operating system, came
with a comprehensive manual on how
to use it. These manuals ranged from
sim booklets to very hefty tomes
depending on how comprehensive the
manual and how complicated the
software. It soon became clear
however that most wusers weren’t
reading the manual, and it was driving
up the cost of the software to include
something that most people either
threw away or lost.

Today’s approach on the Mac
is to include extensive help right in the
program itself via the help menu. This
is true for almost all programs
including the Finder. If you’re trying
to figure out how to use something on
a Mac, your first stop should be the
built-in help menu, which is usually
the right-most menu in any program.
Simply type in a word or two about
what you are trying to figure out and
the help system will display any articles
it has in support of that feature. In
these cases, it helps to know the correct
Mac terminology. Simply typing in
“that thingy at the bottom” 1is not

going to get you clear help compared
with typing in the word “dock.” When
you do type in the correct search term,
you will see a list of the help for that
concept. Choose the one that most
closely addresses your issue, and single
click on it. A help article will come up
with step-by-step instructions on using
the feature and links to other related
topics in the help system.

Dock

Help Topics ) About the Dock

" Shortcuts for the Dock

' If the Dock contains a question mark
" If you can't see the Dock
«' Customizing the Dock

) Show All Results

Free Sites on the Web

There is a wealth of
information on the Internet. Many
websites have taken on the job of
teaching people how to use their Macs.
Some of these are aimed at Mac users
who have switched over from the PC.
Some are aimed at people new to
computers in general. All of them can
be valuable resources. T'll list a few
sites with general comments on what
they offer. It is up to the reader to
further explore these sites, since
everyone will have different issues and
start with different levels of knowledge.

Apple Computer’s HowTo Sites -
Apple has several sections of their
website that are aimed at teaching you
how to the Mac at
www.apple.com/findouthow/macosx/.
This area has short videos on how to
use Mac OSX. To the right there are
links to other Mac instructional videos.
As T write this, there are videos on how
to manipulate photos, create movies,

use

music, or documents. Very well done
and easy to follow.

MyFirstMac - MyFirstMac
(www.umyfirstmac.com) is a site that
offers a lot of easy-to-read text articles
on how to get things done on the Mac
at a wide variety of wuser levels.
Sections currently include: Before You
Buy, Getting Started, Getting Help,
Switching IFrom Windows, and
Mastering the Mac. There’s
something for everyone here.

Maclnstruct - The Maclnstruct site
(www.macinstruct.com) is similar to
MyTFirstMac although it requires a
little more digging with the current
layout. Most articles can be found
under the “How-Tos” menu, with a
little icon next to each article
suggesting the difficulty - Simple,
Moderate, or Challenging - of the
subject of the article.

OSX Help (osxhelp.com) - This is a
new instructional site with the tag line
“Insanely Simple tutorials for the first
time Macintosh user.” Currently they
are a little short on instructional
articles, but the ones available seem to
live up to the billing. Hopefully, this
site will continue to grow.

Podcasts

1Tunes isn’t just about music.
It’s also another incredible resource for
learning on just about any topic.
Podcasts can be voice only or voice and
video. The problem for the beginning
user is how to find these podcasts as
there are literally thousands available
on every conceivable subject.

To find Mac podcasts, launch
iTunes. You will have to set up an
account with the iTunes store using a
credit card, but don’t worry. The store
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system is mainly designed for selling music. Podcasts are
free. The 1Tunes store gives plenty of warning when you
click on something that costs money and asks you to
confirm that purchase. Your credit card is safe and will
not be charged unless you chose to buy.

Once you have set up an account, to search for
tutorial podcasts on Macintosh simply click the iTunes
Store logo in the left pane of iTunes. The search box, in
the upper right of the iTunes application, will change
from simply ‘Search’ to ‘Search the iTunes Store.” Type
in the word ‘Mac’ and hit return. The iTunes store will
return a wide variety of searches with music, movies, TV
shows, etc., in separate category panes. Because the
primary purpose of the Apple store is to make money, the
first few panes will feature these more lucrative categories.
However, scrolling down in that pane section of the
window will eventually reveal ‘Podcasts,” and this is the
category we want. Click on the word ‘Podcasts.’

This causes the 1Tunes window to fill with only
podcasts about the Mac. There are more than will fit in
one window, so at the bottom is a clickable area labelled
“More Results.” Clicking this button will bring up the
next windowfull and so on.

On my first screen 1s a podcast entitled “Mac Tips
Daily.” (Note that iTunes intentionally shuffles these
results, so your results will vary.) This is exactly the type of
thing we’re looking for. At this point the user can do two

things. Either click on the title of the podcast itself or
click the ‘Subscribe’ button. If you click the podcast
title, you’ll come to a screen with a text description of
the podcast, some listener comments, and titles of
recent episodes you can download to your computer. If
you click the ‘Subscribe’ button, which will also be
displayed on the detailed screen, you are telling your
Mac that you want it to check for a new episode every
time that iTunes is launched. Again, subscribing is free
for almost all podcasts. If there is a fee associated with
subscribing, you will get a clear warning, but that only
happens in extremely rare instances. The Wall Street
Journal, for instance, started out as a paid podcast, but
they eventually got on board and switched to a free
service, presumably when they got very few listeners.
Happy learning and have fun.

Learning Google

Probably the single most important tool you have for
learning with your computer is the search engine Google.
Knowing how to search effectively gives endless answers.

Google has a lot of hidden tricks. The more you know
about them, the more powerful your searches become. Here

are some powerful methods of learning to master Google.

1. Put yourself through a self-paced Google University
by using the interactive Google Guide.

2. Check out More in-depth Google explanations.
3. Print out this handy cheat sheet or bookmark it for

frequent reference while using the internet.

4. Review the Google Help Center, and check out the
Advanced Search page.

Granted, this is probably more information than you
can digest in one sitting or even one week. Take it slowly.
You’ll be
surprised how easy it is and how quickly the new tricks take
hold.

Play with a new feature every couple of days.
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