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Happy 25th, Mac!

The computer for the rest of  us 

turns 25.
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Managing Cache

What is cache?  How do you 

clean it?  Enquiring minds 

want to know.
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iLife ‘09 Requirements

Will your Mac run iLife ’09?  

It turns out the answer may be 

complicated.
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Forward Delete

Apple’s motto is Think 

Different.  There’s a way to 

delete differently too.
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Happy 25th, Mac!

Apple Computer introduced the world to Macintosh on January 24, 1984. 
That makes 25 years of the best computer ever made and still going strong. Of 
course, when the Þrst Mac hit the stage, it only had 128k of RAM, no hard 
drive, a single ßoppy drive, and a tiny 9Ó black and white monitor. It would not 
be untrue to say that it was a little underpowered even in those days, but it 
started shaking things up right from the beginning. 

Continued on page 4

MacPaint
Program by Bill Atkinson

Art, Icons, Textures by Susan Kare

http://www.keymacclub.com
http://www.keymacclub.com
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:margret061836@bellsouth.net
mailto:margret061836@bellsouth.net
mailto:astan01@bellsouth.net
mailto:astan01@bellsouth.net
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:macishman@aol.com
mailto:gladyscalhoun@earthlink.net
mailto:gladyscalhoun@earthlink.net
mailto:drbhead@earthlink.net
mailto:drbhead@earthlink.net
mailto:kish12@earthlink.net
mailto:kish12@earthlink.net


V o l u m e  1 3 ,  N u m b e r  2                   w w w . k e y m a c c l u b . c o m                       F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 9

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  K e y M a c  M a c i n t o s h  C o m p u t e r  U s e r s  g r o u p  • •  P a g e  2

KEYMAC JOURNAL
Managing Cache

During the OS X meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3rd, a question was raised about 
cleaning cache on Macs. Looking back on 
it, I wasnÕt too satisÞed with my impromptu 
answer. So letÕs revisit this issue in this 
article.

What is cache?
In the context of computers, the word 

cache (pronounced cash, and not cashay) is 
very similar to the word memory. This  is 
not to say that they mean the same, only 
that they both have many different 
interpretations depending on how the word 
is  used. In any computer, there are lots of 
different types of memory. There is 
Random Access Memory, hard disk 
memory, locations on the CPU that are 
referred to as memory, etc. An imprecise 
phrase such as memory depends a lot on 
context. This is  true for cache as well. 
There is  physical cache on the CPU, the 
bus, the hard drive components, and there 
are also Þles saved to the hard disk itself 
that are called cache. The cache for Safari 
or the System itself are these types of Þles. 
Simply put, in computer terms a cache of 
any type is  the temporary storage of data 
so that it can be accessed faster.

In this article we will only be 
discussing cache Þles on the hard drive.

When should the cache be cleaned?
These cache Þles can sometimes 

become corrupted. When that occurs, 
strange things start to happen on your 
Mac. You may see the beachball cursor 
way too often. In viewing Internet video 
Þles, the picture may constantly stop to 
rebuffer. Songs within iTunes may skip or 
have sudden pauses only to play again 
without any intervention from the user. 
Web sites may display incorrectly showing 
old data rather than new. Corrupted cache 

is  one of those places in a Mac where the 
gremlins like to hide.

One of the biggest myths about the 
cache is that it should be cleaned, cleared 
or ßushed (three words for the same 
process) periodically. This simply isnÕt true. 
When the cache is not corrupted, it is a 
good thing. Cache helps your computer to 
do its job fast and efÞciently. Flushing the 
cache unnecessarily will only slow your 
computer down. If, however, your 
computer is having the problems described 
above, ßushing the cache will cause your 
computer to ramp up back to normal after 
an initial period (see last section next page).

How should the cache be cleaned?
There are three general 

w a y s t o c l e a n c a c h e : 
m a n u a l l y ,  p r o g r a m 
associated cache, and by 
using utility cache cleaner 
programs. This article will 
not discuss cleaning the 
cache manually. I donÕt 
recommend it unless you 
c o n s i d e r y o u r s e l f a n 
advanced user.

C l e a n i n g p ro g r a m 
associated cache is mostly 
concerned with Internet 
browsers such as Safari, 
Firefox, or any program used 
to look at web pages. Since 
this is the most common source of corrupt 
cache Þles, browsers support cleaning the 
cache that these programs make for their 
own use. In other words, Safari can be used 
to clean the Safari cache, and Firefox can 
be used to clean the Firefox cache. To 
clean the Safari cache, choose ÒEmpty 
Cache...Ó under the Safari menu. To clean 
the Firefox cache choose Preferences under 
the Firefox menu, click on the Advanced 
tab at the top, then choose the Network 
menu in the pane below that. Beneath the 
section labeled Ofßine Storage there is a 
line which reads ÒUse up to X MB of 

space for ofßine storageÓ where X is the 
amount Firefox is using for the cache. To 
the right of this line is a button labeled 
ÒClear NowÓ (see graphic below).  Clicking 
this button clears the Firefox cache. Again, 
donÕt clear these caches unless you are 
already encountering problems.

Finally, there are three separate 
programs that I know of that can be used 
to clear all the cache Þles on your 
computer. Two of these are programs that 
cost money:  Cocktail ($14.95) and 
Leopard Cache Cleaner ($14.99). The Þnal 
one, Onyx, is free. 

Each program has its own sets of 
utilities that may not be covered in the 
other two. As you might suspect, the ones 

that cost money do more than the one that 
is  free, but mainly what they do is  give the 
user the ability to change many more 
settings than just the cache. 

I recommend using Onyx unless you 

have a speciÞc need to change something 
supported by the other programs that 
Onyx canÕt control. You can Þnd more 

information on these programs by visiting 
their individual websites. (Important note:  
Onyx comes in different versions for 
different Mac Operating Systems. Make 

Firefox Cache Cleaner

Continued on next page
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sure you choose the 
one that matches your 
system or seriously 
b a d t h i n g s c a n 

happen. Onyx is 
perfectly safe if you 
match the version 

numbers correctly, so all you need to know 
is  if you have Jaguar, Panther, Tiger, or 
Leopard. If you are not sure, seek help. 

DonÕt guess.)
By using these programs, you can clear 

system wide and application only caches 
even for programs that donÕt support cache 

cleaning yet may beneÞt from it (e.g., 
iTunes).

Can cleaning the cache hurt my 
computer?

The short answer is  no, but the more 
nuanced answer is it may look like it at 

Þrst. HereÕs what I mean by that. Cache 
Þles are temporary Þles that are created on 
the ßy when needed by your system or the 
programs you run. When you clean all the 

cache Þles on your computer it will boot 
slower the very next time. Web sites that 
may have loaded faster will take longer the 

very next time you visit them. Programs 
with font caches such as Word or Pages will 
launch slower the very next time. All in all, 

it will seem like your computer is running 
slower as these cache Þles are rebuilt, so 
sometimes people have misinterpreted this 
to mean they have hurt their computer, but 

as these Þles are rebuilt over time, your 
computer will go back to running normally. 
None of  these slowdowns is permanent.

For more potential side effects of 
rebuilding cache, see this online article.

iLife ‘09 Requirements

At MacWorld Expo this past January, 
Apple announced the new iLife Ô09. 
Although it wouldnÕt ship until February 

(and indeed is shipping now), iLife Ô09 has 
some incredible new features built into it.

We watched the Apple Guided Tour 

about iPhoto at our last meeting. iPhoto 
Ô09 adds Faces, a new feature that allows 
iPhoto to automatically identify the faces 

within a photo, and, with a little help from 
the user, apply names to your pictures of 
your friends and then sort them by name. 
iPhoto also adds Places which leverages the 

GPS features of new digital cameras and 
automatically identiÞes exactly where on 
the planet those pictures were taken. 

iMovie adds several new features. Among 
these is a stabilization routine for handheld 
movies. GarageBand adds a new Learn to 

Play feature which uses the multimedia 
features of the Mac to teach the user how 
to play the piano and guitar. At a nominal 
extra cost, iLife Ô09 users can download 

extra modules of professional musicians 
teaching how to play their own songs. For 
instance, Sting will appear on your 

computer teaching how to play the song 
Roxanne and sharing background anecdotes 
about how the song was written. In 

addition to this, the slideshow, web 
publishing, and book making features of 
the iLife package were all beefed up. The 
list of new features in iLife are way too 

long to list here, but the upgrades are 
signiÞcant.

One of the most important questions 

to users in KeyMac is what the new system 
requirements would be for iLife Ô09, and 
we were unable to give a deÞnitive answer 

to that query at the time of our meeting 
since Apple had yet to make an ofÞcial 
announcement. Now that the product is 

shipping however, things have become 
clearer in some ways...and not so clear in 
others.

iLife Ô09 requires Leopard, which was 

not a big surprise. Apple originally 
announced that iLife Ô09 would run on 
Macs with a Power PC G4 processor and 

up. However, it turns out that this is not the 
complete story and this is where things get 
murky.

It turns out that although iLife will 
indeed run on a PPC G4 Mac as long as it 
is  already running Leopard, some features 
require an Intel-based Mac. The two 

major changes to iPhoto, Faces and Places, 
seem to have no caveats, but some other 
components o f iL i fe a re no t so 

straightforward. SpeciÞcally the Learn to 
Play function in GarageBand requires an 
Intel with dual processors. Some of the 

new slideshow formats also require Intel, 
and some require older machines to have 
at least a certain amount of VRAM. 
iMovie requires at least a G5, according to 

Apple, so G4s are left out.

Details are still emerging. If you have 
an older machine running Leopard, and 

youÕre contemplating purchasing the new 
iLife, you should carefully check to see if 
your computer will support the new 

features you intend to use. Read the 
speciÞcs on AppleÕs site carefully.

Apple watchers point out that the 
company is slowly transitioning away from 

older PPC machines. Snow Leopard, the 
next Apple system, is rumored to only run 
on Intel Macs, for example. However, no 

ofÞcial announcement has been made at 

Continued from previous page

The KeyMac Journal editorial staff 
wishes to remind you that the the blue, 
underlined portions in the Journal are 
links to material on the web.  You can 
only access these links when you view the 
Journal on your computer or iPhone.
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It was truly revolutionary. No one had 
seen an interface like the Mac before. Even 
the fabled Xerox PARC interface which 
inspired the Mac was primitive by 
comparison. Though the Þrst Mac was 
bulky by todayÕs standards, it was compact 
and portable compared to its  chronological 
peers. Through the Macintosh brand, 
Apple has again and again changed the 
direction of computing for everyone. Many 
innovations have been made popular 
through the Mac. In most cases Apple was 
not the Þrst to introduce these features, but 
Apple did it in such a way that it set the 
standard for what computing should be. 
Windows machines (or IBM PCs as they 
were once ubiquitously known), by 
contrast, have consistently lagged behind in 
the past 25 years. The pattern repeated 
over and over is that Apple would 
introduce something new to the Mac, 
Microsoft and others would opine publicly 
why it was wasteful and not needed only to 
secretly scramble to catch up by Þnally 
adding the same feature to their systems in 
the next 3 to 5 years after a Mac feature 
introduction.

There are a lot of notable names in 
the original Mac team. Steve Jobs looms 
the largest because he was the most 
consistent over the years and the shaper of 
the overall vision while he was at Apple, 
but my two favorites are Andy Hertzfeld 
and Susan K are. Andy was the 
programming genius who was responsible 
for how the Mac worked at the most 
fundamental level. He wrote the ROMs in 
the original Mac which were a resource all 
programs including the Finder used 
causing the Mac to have a consistent feel. 
Susan Kare was the original graphic artist 
on the Mac development team. While 
Andy made the Mac work beautifully, 
Susan made the Mac look beautiful on the 
screen. These people and others (notably 
Bill Atkinson who wrote MacPaint, 

Hypercard, much of the Mac interface, 
and other important programs) set the 
standard for the Macs we use today. Any of 
them are welcome at my house any time. 
(Please, please!)

For our general meeting in February, 
we will be screening the documentary 
Welcome to Macintosh which is a look 
back at how the Mac was developed and 
grew. You may also wish to check out these 
25th anniversary resources:

- Mac 25th Anniversary Reunion,

- 25 Ways to Celebrate the Mac 25th 
Anniversary.

Forward Delete
by Mike Wall

I don't know about you, but personally 
I often Þnd it convenient in a word 
processing document to be able to forward-
delete instead of the standard backward-
delete; it can save a few keystrokes. My 
iMac, with a wired keyboard, has a 
dedicated forward-delete key but most (all?) 
laptops lack this and I believe Apple's 
wireless keyboard does also. There's an 
easy way around this: at the lower left of 
such a keyboard is  a key marked fn (stands 
for function); hold this  down and click the 
normal delete key and Voila! - Forward 
delete.

Treasurer’s Report

Our 2008 roster had 67 names; only 
27 have paid dues for 2009 at this time. 
Please pay your dues if you intend to 
remain a member of  The KeyMac Club.

Treasurer's Report
January 1, 2009

Balance of:! $1624.81
Deposit:
! Dues! 35.00
! Dues! 350.00
" Interest" #.57

Withdrawals:
! Dec. party ! 458.66
#" Club computer" 26.90
! Club website rental ! 80.00
Feb. 1 Balance: ! $1444.82

Rafße money is  $347.00 of total 
balance.

!"#$%&'()*+,%-'."/%-"0"

The KeyMac Journal is published 
u n d e r a C r e a t i v e C o m m o n s , 
A t t r i bu t i on -Noncommerc ia l -No 
Derivative Works 3.0 Unported. ©2009.

Except where otherwise noted, KMJ 
is  written by Wayne A. Walker. Rights 
belong to their respective authors.
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Mac’s Baby Picture.  So cute!
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